Pan African Studies 2012/2013 Department Assessment Plan
College: College of Social and Behavioral Sciences

Department: Pan African Studies

Program: Pan African Studies, Bachelor of Arts

Assessment Liaison: Dr. Marquita Pellerin
Department Chair: Professor Johnie Scott
Pan African Studies Mission:
To transmit to CSUN students’ knowledge about the rich, dynamic, and valuable nature of African World Experience through a comprehensive and cohesive curriculum and effective modes of teaching. In addition to preserving Pan African history, culture, arts, and values primarily of African descent, through research, publication, performance, and variety of educational and cultural programs both on-campus and in the community. Assist African American and other students in their preparation for university-level academic work, through an aggressive, well-structured, culturally-sensitive program of developmental reading and writing. To aid students in developing leadership skills, career readiness, and self-confidence in preparation for a life committed to the ideals of Pan Africanism, and to participate in the struggle for the total liberation of African people and the transformation of American educational institutions into those that are truly multicultural and humane.
Department Student Learning Outcomes (SLO’s):
1. Gain an understanding of the political, social-historical and cultural perspectives of the African American Experience in Africa and the African Diaspora.

2. Gain broad knowledge of the cultural, political and historical contexts in which the African and African American Experience took place.

3. Develop appropriate skills in research design and methodology used to examine the various interdisciplinary areas of the Pan African Studies Department curriculum.
	Curriculum Alignment Matrix – Pan African Studies Department 

	Core Course
	SLO # 1
	SLO # 2
	SLO # 3
	
	
	

	PAS 100
	I
	I
	I
	
	
	

	PAS 168
	I
	I/P
	I/P
	
	
	

	PAS 201
	I
	I/P
	I/P
	
	
	

	PAS 220 or  PAS 221
	P
	P
	I/P
	
	
	

	PAS 245 or PAS 252
	P
	P
	I/P
	
	
	

	PAS 271
	P
	P
	
	
	
	

	PAS 272
	P
	P
	
	
	
	

	Upper Division Requirements
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PAS 350
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	

	PAS 498
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	

	Option I: Required Courses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PAS 301
	P
	P
	P
	
	
	

	PAS 320 or  PAS 322
	P/D
	P/D
	P/D
	
	
	

	PAS 361
	P/D
	P/D
	P/D
	
	
	

	PAS 392A-Z or PAS 486SOC
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	

	PAS 398
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	

	Option II: Required Courses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PAS 226
	P
	P
	
	
	
	

	PAS 332 or PAS 346
	P
	P
	P
	
	
	

	PAS 344 or PAS 451
	P
	P
	P/D
	
	
	

	PAS 366 or PAS 383
	P/D
	P/D
	P/D
	
	
	

	Option III: Required Courses
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PAS 391 or PAS 392
	P
	P
	P
	
	
	

	PAS 397
	P
	P
	P/D
	
	
	

	PAS 417
	D
	D
	P
	
	
	

	PAS 420 or 421
	D
	D
	D
	
	
	

	I = Introduced, P = Practiced, D = Demonstrated
Mary Allen.  Assessing academic programs in higher education. 2004.


Assessment Project for Implementation in 2013/2014 Academic Year

In its Assessment Report for the last four years, the department noted the need to begin to re-evaluate its degree options to respond to students’ input about the major, students’ performance in courses, and to the shifting focus of the discipline in the national arena. We wanted to continue to strengthen our degree program by ensuring its continued relevance, integrity and utility in the academy. In an attempt to align the Pan African Studies Department at California State University, Northridge with the assessment recommendations and advances in the discipline of Africana Studies we have introduced a program modification (approved by APC and EPC in the 2012/2013 AY) which includes a reduction in the number of Options from four to three; renaming of Options; changes to Core Requirements for all Options; changing requirements in Options; and adding new courses. Our recent curriculum reform, therefore, allowed us to restructure the Core curriculum requirements to give students essential, well-balanced and usable knowledge of the discipline. Our goal is to first evaluate the changes to our core, with particular focus on PAS 100 (gateway course) and PAS 498 (capstone course).  To do this, a cross-sectional comparison of freshmen with seniors’ signature assignments will be used. The gateway course will be used to determine the level of knowledge students enter into the major with. The capstone course, PAS 498, will be used to determine the level of proficiency achieved by PAS majors who apply for graduation status. It will be used also as a measurement of the effectiveness of the curriculum. In addition, since PAS 168 and PAS 252 are new to the core requirements, assessments of signature assignments in both courses will also be conducted. The plan is to first assess students at the beginning of the lower division in our BA, then in a cross-sectional assessment, compare those results with seniors about to graduate. This would give us information about students’ knowledge base as they enter the major, and if the skills and abilities tested improve after completing the lower division and upper divisions. The results will be used as a measurement of the effectiveness of the curriculum modifications.
Fall 2013:

· Train faculty members to apply the same rubric for evaluation in multiple section courses. A course development workshop will be held with all instructors of PAS 100 to develop a standard rubric for evaluation.
· Collect data from PAS 168. 
· Meet with faculty to review assessment experience.

· Administer Programs/Events Exit Survey: A PAS exit survey will be administered after every event hosted by the Pan African Studies Department in an effort to assess the effectiveness of our programming in achieving the department’s mission and meetings its learning objectives.
Assignment to be assessed:

PAS 168:

Students will take a midterm and final exam . The assignments are intended to assess students’ 1) knowledge of  the African diaspora, 2) African cultural identities, and 3) students’ ability to identify elements of Black culture, including history, religion, social organization, politics, economics, psychology, and creative production.

Spring 2014:

· Administer Signature Assignments to all students of PAS 100 (typically 2 to 3 sections of approximately 48 students). Students in PAS 100 would be in their 1st or 2nd semester of the BA program. Additionally, students who are not majors will take the course at different levels of their study. To distinguish between student populations, student will be asked to identify as majors or non-majors. This assessment focuses on lower division of the BA in Pan African Studies. The assignments are intended to assess students’ knowledge of  the discipline of Africana Studies and students’ ability to identify elements of Black culture, including history, religion, social organization, politics, economics, psychology, and creative production. 

· Administer Signature Assignments to all students in PAS 498. Students in PAS 498 would be in their senior year final semester. This assessment focuses on the upper division of the BA in Pan African Studies. The assignments are intended to assess students’ knowledge of  the discipline of Africana Studies and students’ ability to identify elements of Black culture, including history, religion, social organization, politics, economics, psychology, and creative production. 
· Collect data from PAS 100, PAS 252, and PAS 498.

· Analyze Fall 2013 data collected from PAS 168.

· Review results and debrief with faculty.

· Administer Programs/Events Exit Survey

Assignment to be assessed:

PAS 100:

Students will take a midterm and final exam . The assignments are intended to assess students’ 1) knowledge of  the discipline of Africana Studies, 2) leading theories  and methodologies in the field, and 3) students’ ability to identify elements of Black culture, including history, religion, social organization, politics, economics, psychology, and creative production.
PAS 498:

The midterm and final exam from PAS 100 will be combined into one Signature Assignment to be administered to students in PAS 498 in order to achieve a cross-sectional comparison of freshmen with seniors.  In addition, students in PAS 498 will complete a primary signature assignment (research paper) which will assess their ability to demonstrate mastery of all SLOs. 
Graduating Seniors and Alumni Assessment:
Indirect Assessment: Historically students have played a vital role in the movement for Africana Studies and have been key figures in the expansion, and maintenance of its legacy.  As such it is essential to sustain student involvement in shaping the future of the discipline.  In keeping with this, surveying graduates of PAS offers an opportunity to evaluate the department and offer complements and recommendations; thereby affording students the opportunity to aid in the shaping of the discipline and the Department.The department is working together to create a standard disciplinary assessment tool to evaluate learning outcomes and usefulness of majoring in Africana Studies. The targeted audience would be seniors and alumni. We are exploring online surveys administration with Google Surveys and Survey Monkey. 
Student Learning Outcome Assessment Project:
The following Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in the 2013-14 AY:

SLO  #1:Gain an understanding of the political, social-historical and cultural perspectives of the African American Experience in Africa and the African Diaspora.
SLO #2: Gain broad knowledge of the cultural, political and historical contexts in which the African and African American Experience took place.

SLO #3: Develop appropriate skills in research design and methodology used to examine the various interdisciplinary areas of the Pan African Studies Department curriculum.
The chart below details how each learning outcome align with each of the following University Fundamental Learning Competencies.

	
	Pan African Studies Student Learning Outcomes

	Big 5 Competencies
	SLO #1
	SLO #2
	SLO #3

	Critical Thinking
	X
	X
	X

	Oral Communication
	X
	X
	X

	Written Communication
	X
	X
	X

	Quantitative Literacy
	
	
	X

	Information Literacy
	X
	X
	X


Direct and Indirect Instruments to Measure SLOs:
PAS 100: (A finalized version of the signature assignments will be produced during the course development workshop.)
Sample Signature Assignment #1

A midterm signature assignment will be used. Student will complete an in-class midterm. The assignment is detailed below.

1. According to Kambon, what is the function of worldview? Discuss the essential differences between the African worldview and the European worldview.
2. Explain the significance of African peoples operating from their own worldview. Discuss the impact if any of Africans not operating from an African worldview.
3. According to Karenga, what was the social movement that directly resulted in the establishment of the discipline of Africana Studies? Explain why this social movement was critical in the formation of the discipline. 

4. According to Karenga, what is the relevance of the discipline of Africana Studies? Explain in your own words the relevance of the discipline in the 21st century.
5. According to Fenderson, what are the three disciplinary models within the discipline of Africana Studies? 
6. Pulling from Karenga, what was the significance of the “Free Speech Movement” toward the establishment of Africana Studies?  Provide illustration discussed in the readings. 

7. According to Fenderson, what disciplinary model is the most comprehensive (in terms of scope)?  Explain why. 

8. In the “Mis-education of the Negro” Woodson introduced the concept of mis-education.  Briefly discuss the concept and provide an example of how this term can be applied today. 

9. According to Hare, the discipline of Africana Studies has two central phases.  Identify each phase and discuss the function of each phase. 

10. According to Kambon, what are the African orientations and the European orientations for each of the four critical components of worldview?
Sample Answers:  

1. According to Kambon, what is the function of worldview? 
To serve as a particular racial/cultural group’s survival thrust.
2. According to Karenga, what was the social movement that directly resulted in the establishment of the discipline of Africana Studies? Explain why. 
Black Power Movement because students on college campuses began advocating for the establishment of Black studies departments and more Black faculty so they can  receive a relevant education.
3. According to Karenga, what is the relevance of the discipline of Africana Studies? 
Karenga argues that the discipline of Africana Studies has social and academic relevance.  The social relevance of the field is its production of transformative research that advances the Africana community and larger society socially, politically and economically.  Karenga argues that the academic relevance of the discipline is demonstrating African peoples historical contributions to knowledge construction in all fields.  
4. According to Fenderson, what are the three disciplinary models within the discipline of Africana Studies? 
National Model, Regional Model, and the Global Model
Rubric for Assessing this Assignment:

	Scoring Scale 

(0-2)
	Identification: Question 1&2
	Description: Question 3
	Identification of Models: Question 4

	Excellent - 2
	Student was able to fully identify the key function of worldviews and the social movement that resulted in the discipline.
	Student was able to correctly state the relevance of the discipline of Africana Studies.
	Student was able to fully identify the three disciplinary models.

	Satisfactory - 1
	Student was able to partially identify the key function of worldviews and the social movement that resulted in the discipline.
	Student was only partially able to correctly state the relevance of the discipline of Africana Studies.
	Student was able to partially identify the three disciplinary models

	Unacceptable - 0
	Student was unable to identify the key function of worldviews and the social movement that resulted in the discipline.
	Student was unable to correctly state the relevance of the discipline of Africana Studies.
	Student was unable to identify the three disciplinary models


Sample Signature Assignment #2:
A Final Exam signature assignment will be used. Student will complete an in-class exam. The assignment is detailed below.

1. What is purpose of the discipline of Africana Studies and explain its relevance in the 21st century?

2. According to Karenga, why did students demand Africana Studies?  

3. What are the two concepts of relevance?

4. What made Africana Studies relevant and explain why?

5. According to Karenga, in regards to relevance, what concern addresses the intellectual inadequacy and injurious nature of traditional white studies? If left unaddressed, how does this impact the production of information on Africana people?
6. According to Karenga, in regards to relevance, what concern addresses Black peoples’ exclusion, treatment on campuses, economic disparities, political disenfranchisement and public discourse on race and racism?

7. According to Gomez, what is the intellectual thrust of Africana Studies rooted in?

8. According to Karenga, what are the five objectives of Africana Studies?

9. According to Azibo, what is the difference between Black Studies and the studies of Blacks?
10. According to Azibo, what is needed to distinguish Black Studies from the Studies of Blacks?

11. Identify one of the central tenets of Africana Womanism and briefly explain it.

Sample Answers:
1. According to Karenga, what is purpose of the discipline of Africana Studies?

The critical and systematic study of the thought and practice of African people in their current unfolding.

2. According to Karenga, why did students demand Africana Studies?  

For students to have access to a relevant education.

3. What are the two concepts of relevance?  Academic and Social
4. According to Karenga, what made Africana Studies relevant and explain why?

             The need to solve the pressing problems of the Black community, society and the  

             world.

Rubric for Assessing this Assignment:

	Scoring Scale 

(0-2)
	Identification: Question 1&3
	Description: Question 2
	Analysis: Question 4

	Excellent - 2
	Student was able to fully identify the key purpose of the discipline and the concepts of relevance.
	Student was able to correctly state the students demand.
	Student was able to fully explain the relevance of the discipline.

	Satisfactory - 1
	Student was able to partially identify the key purpose of the discipline and the concepts of relevance.
	Student was only partially able to correctly state the students demand.
	Student was able to partially explain the relevance of the discipline.

	Unacceptable - 0
	Student was unable to identify the key purpose of the discipline and the concepts of relevance.
	Student was unable to correctly state the students demand.
	Student was unable to identify explain the relevance of the discipline.


The plan is to first assess students at the beginning of the lower division in our BA, then in a cross-sectional assessment, compare those results with seniors about to graduate. This would give us information about students’ knowledge base as they enter the major, and if the skills and abilities tested improve after completing the lower division and upper divisions. In addition, senior/alumni surveys and program/event exit surveys will be used to assess the usefulness of our extra-curriculum activities. The results will be used as a measurement of the effectiveness of the program modifications.  
